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Written for the Portland Transcript, 


FOREIGN VS. NATIVE BIRDS, 


To EDITORS OF THE TRANSCRIPT:—There 
seems to be little doubt that a colony of Eu- 
Topean sparrows has established itself with 
us, and small flocks can be seen daily in some 
parts of the city. People generally are dis- 
posed to welcome the little strangers, ex- 
pecting that they will devour the caterpillars 
which destroy the foliage of our beautiful elms, 
If they are provided, as they have always been 
elsewhere, with comfortable boxes and mate- 
rials for nests, and with food in cold weather, 

they will probably repay such kindness by do- 

ing their best towards exterminating the cat- 
erpillars. But let us encourage our native 
birds, by equal kindness, and will not the re- 
sult be the same? The effect of ‘‘patronizing 
home industries” is shown upon the grounds 
of a gentleman in this city, where tbere are 
many beautiful shade trees, and caterpillars are 
very rarely seen. In this place, perhaps ten 
acres in extent, there were reared last year, to 
my knowledge, no less than forty broods of 
robins and different kinds of finches, besides 
other birds in proportion. The European 
sparrows are not needed there. The trouble 
usually is, that people who provide houses and 
boxes for the sparrows, never think of doing 
anvthing of the sort for our native birds. 

Bat there is a decided objection to these 
foreigners, from the fact that they drive away 
our own sweet songsters. The testimony of 
such ornithologists as Mr. Ridgway, of the 
Smithsonian Institution, Dr. Coues, author of 
the ‘‘Key to North American Birds,” and 
many others, proves that robins, sparrows,etc., 
have entirely disappeared from localities where 
they were abupdant before the introduction of 
the European®birds. The latter, continually 
fighting amongst themselves, have repeatedly 
been seen to attack aud drive away any other 
birds which might chance to appear within 
their adopted boundaries. And what have we 
in this pugnacious foreigner to compensate us 
for the loss of all our familiar feathered 
friends? A propensity for devouring caterpil- 
lars! Can we give up for this the delightful 
solo of the robin, the clear whistle of the ori- 
ole, and the exquisitely sweet warble of the 
bluebird? These, and many other songs that 
come to usin the spring, will be no longer 
heard, if the noisy new comers find a perma- 
nent dwelling piace in our city, Let us hope 
they will not—that the present’cold wavé may 
effectually discourage them; and when spring 
comes, let us extend a warm welcome to our 
own birds, and we shall be repaid not only by 
a diminution of the caterpillars, but by an 

increase in the sweet songs we all love so well. 

| NATHAN CLIFFORD BROWN, 

- Portland, Me., Feb. 13, 1875. } ? 
glint Logepibhas seu 


{ was now three o’clock; the prose- 
cution closed, and, as we had been en- 
gaged in the trial since morning without 
intermission, I ordéred a recess for an 
hour. Manley went over to his office, 
and, just as he got there, a stranger rode 
up. He was a plain-looking man, rather 
heavily built, with brown hair and sandy 
beard. He wore a gray shirt, broad- 
brimmed hat, a pair of overalls, and army 
shoes. His horse was a bronco, very wild 
and vicious, but he managed it like a vaq- 
uero. Evidently they had travelled for 
some distance, for the horse showed hard 
riding, and both man and beast were coy- 
ered with dust. ‘Is this Mr. Manley? 
said the stranger. Manley told him that 
was his name. ‘I saw your sign on the 
door,’ said the man, ‘as I came into town. 
I’m a stranger here, and want to consult 
a lawyer; as soon as I put my horse in the 
corral, 1’11 come back.’ vere well,’ said 
Manley, ‘Pll wait for you.’ ~ + a 

“Tn a few minutes, the atrangér entéred 
Manley’s office. He told Manley that he 
was a cattle-man, and had a band near the 
upper end of Fox Valley, just over the 
county line; that he had paid his taxes on 
his cattle for that year in anothef county. 
He wished to bring his band into the low- 
er end of the valley, which ig in this coun- 
ty, where tbe feed was better, and wanted 
to know of Manley whether they would 
be liable to be assessed in this county, if 
heshould. Manley examined his receipts 
and advised him. The stranger cheerful- 
ly paid him his fee, chatted for a few mo- 
ments, and, as he was about to go, Man- 
ley mentioned that the express robbery 
case was on trial. The stranger had 
heard nothing of the matter, he said, and 
80 Manley told him about it. ‘Well,’ 
said"the stranger, ‘there don’t seem to be 
any doubt about convicting him, and I’m 
glad of it; if it was for me to sentence him, 
I’d have him hung to-morrow morning. 
Thad trouble with one of his kind only a 
couple of weeks ago, but he got away, and 
took a horse. saddle. and bridle with him. 
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